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 still reading and rereading the article I 

wrote last month. (I hope that is OK.) I am 

also talking and emailing with people (not twittering) who 

heard me teach on this subject or read the article. One re-

tired Alliance missionary said, ñThat sounds like the Alli-

ance teaching on sanctification.ò I replied, ñAnd I didnôt 

even need to use that word.ò Another person wrote, ñThe 

question then becomes, how can I teach it without it being 

ósomething that anybody can do in their own strength?ô 

The tricky part becomes - how do I draw on my personal-

ity, teaching style, background, knowledge and experience 

and at the same time be sure that what is happening is 

flowing out from God? Maybe itôs harder for people like 

me who are heavy into the study and preparation part to be 

sure that what is happening is all from God.ò 

 

 Obviously, I have raised a serious and relevant ques-

tion for all of us in ministry. If we want to know for cer-

tain that what we are doing is good in Godôs sight, then we 

must recognize the basic issue - ñNow if I do what I do not 

want to do, it is no longer I who 

does it, but it is sin living in me 

that does it. So I find this law at 

work: When I want to do good, 

evil is right there with me.ò (Read 

Romans 7:14-25.) The power of 

sin over us is the issue. 

 

 Christ had a double work to 

accomplish in His death. 1) To 

die for our sins (make atonement) 

so God could be ñjust and the One Who justifies those 

who have faith in Jesus.ò 2) To die to sin so that sin no 

longer has power over Him and those who are in Him. We 

are ñdead to sinò (Romans 6) just as surely as Christ is. 

That does not mean that sin is dead nor does it mean that 

sin has been eradicated from us (Oh how we wish). It 

means that if we still sin, it is because we do not utilize 

this privilege to live as one who is dead to sin and alive to 

God. 

 

 Most believers donôt know this. Many are afraid of this 

truth. They shrink from the perceived painful sufferings 

and death of crucifixion. Yet, the Apostle Paul gloried in 

the cross - because it made possible the freedom/

deliverance from the power of sin in his life. This truth is 

really great good news. When we are in a union relation-

ship with Christ as the ñsecond Adam,ò then everything 

that happened to Him, also happened to us. This being 

crucified doesnôt happen in 2010. It happened at Calvary. 

Paul testified: ñI have been crucified with Christéò This 

being crucified is a thing past and done. Christ is our 

Sanctifier! 

 

 Romans 6:5 states: ñIf we have been united with him 

like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with 

him in his resurrection.ò Christ turns the crucified life into 

a life of resurrection joy and power. We cannot have 

ñGood Fridayò without ñEaster Sundayò - but it all begins 

with being crucified with Christ. We cannot avoid the 

cross and try our best to live the good life. 

 

 

ñ...Christ 

turns the cru-

cified life into 

a life of resur-

rection joy and 

power.ò 



Special Points of  
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Prayer Requests Remember these special needs in prayer
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Berlin Alliance Church, Berlin, PA, was damaged by a fire  

on May 11. Pastor Sherman Berkey reported that the fire was 

primarily in the maintenance closet and office area. The main 

sanctuary was not affected. Pray for the congregation as they 

cleanup and repair the building. 

Rev. Tom Froehlich, WPA missionary to Uruguay serving 

on the Choice Tour, was recently diagnosed with prostate can-

cer. On Tuesday, June 15, 2010, Tom will undergo surgery at UPMC in Pittsburgh. Tom 

and Tina Froehlich appreciate your prayers that the cancer will be contained in the gland, 

as they presently believe, and that there will be no complications. 

Brenda Hercula, wife of Pastor Kevin Hercula at New Stanton Alliance Church, was 

diagnosed with a brain tumor in the area of the pituitary gland. Further testing will deter-

mine the next steps for treatment. Please pray for Godôs divine healing and intervention. 

More On òDoing What Is Good,ó continued  

 We still have a great work to do. But that work is not to 

crucify ourselves. We have already been crucified with 

Christ. Let it be a settled issue. Now we need to live out 

that crucified position in Christ. We need to count/reckon 

ourselves ñdead to sin and alive to God in 

Christò (Romans 6:11). It is not what sin wants to do; not 

what my flesh wants; (ñFor I know that in me, that is, in 

my flesh, dwells no good thing.ò Romans 7:18 KJV) not 

what is ñpolitically correct;ò not doing what I can do in 

my own strength but ñdoing what is goodò in ñthe strength 

which God supplies.ò 

 Donôt see what happened at Calvary only as the atone-

ment for our sins but also as the deliverance from the 

power of sin in our lives. ñFor we know that our old self 

was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin 

- because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

Offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought 

from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him 

as instruments of righteousnessò (Romans 6:6,7,13). Then 

you can know that what flows out through your life is 

ñdoing what is good.ò And, a healthy church is filled with 

people who are dead to sin and alive to God. 

In Remembrance Remember these special needs in prayer 

Mr. Ken Bunney, long-time organist at Mahaffey Family Camp, entered 

into the presence of the Lord on May 12 at the age of 93. He is survived 

by his wife, Ruth, of 60 years. Ruth said that Ken died suddenly yet 

peacefully. She described him as a wonderful man of prayer. Ruth is doing well but will appreciate 

your prayers. Cards may be sent to Ruth Bunney, 531 Fairhaven St., Deltona, FL  32725. In lieu of 

flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to: Deltona Alliance Church, 921 Deltona Blvd, Deltona, FL 32725. 
 

Janet Roland, C&MA missionary to Cambodia and a member of Hollidaysburg Alliance Church, passed away May 8. 

Services were held at the Hollidaysburg Alliance Church with Pastor Don Robson officiating. Please remember the fam-

ily in prayer. 
 

Rev. David L. Bowland (retired district pastor), husband of Elizabeth, father of Mrs. Donna (Ernie) Conley (Pgh North 

Hills Alliance), and grandfather of Jennifer Conley (Greensburg Alliance), passed into the presence of Jesus on Sunday, 

June 6. Rev. Bowland served as Assistant District Superintendent of the WPA District from 1983-1991 and as pastor of 

the following WPA Alliance churches:  Butler Freeport Road, Punxsutawney, Ellwood City, Indiana, Beaver, and Frank-

lin. The memorial service will be Friday, June 11, at 10 a.m. at the Butler Freeport Road Alliance Church. Please pray 

for the family during this time. 
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Allen, Mr. Keith (Mary Beth), Pastor to Assistant Pastor of Clarion Alliance Church effective May 3. 

Beattie, Mr. George, Interim Ministry Leader at New Kensington Greensburg Road. 

Georgulis, Mr. Paul, Unassigned effective May 1. Home address: 513 27th Ave., Apt. 12, Altoona, PA  

16601, phone: 724-984-8607, and email: paul.georgulis@gmail.com 

Grossoehme, Rev. Mark (Cheryl), Interim Pastor at Clarion Alliance Church effective May 9. Home 

address: 55A South Main, Brookville, PA  15825, phone: 814-591-0494 and email: pastor-

markg1@gmail.com. 

Mahaffey Alliance Church, New mailing address: 503 E. Main St., PO Box 23, Mahaffey, PA  15757 

and email: officemac@verizon.net. 

 

Email Changes: 

Altoona Alliance Website - www.altoonaalliance.org 

 

Congratulations on your retirement! 
 

Rev. James and Ruth Newman, Assistant Pastor of Washington Alliance Church in Washington, PA, 

will be retiring on June 20, 2010. Jim was licensed by the WPA District in 1998. The Newmans began 

their ministry as International Workers in Cambodia. In 2005 he became the pastor for seniors at the 

Washington Alliance Church.  A retirement dinner in their honor was held at the church on June 5. 

Rev. Tom and Phyllis Ranney, retired as Pastor of Chippewa Alliance Church, Beaver Falls, PA, on 

April 25. The Ranneys entered C&MA service in 1971 with ordination in the Northeastern District. Their 

first assignment was at the Bellevue Alliance church in Cortland, NY. They were appointed to the senior 

pastor position at Chippewa Alliance in 2006. The church held a special celebration in their honor on 

April 23. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Happy 60th Anniversary  
to 

Rev. Don and Mrs. Betty Miles 
June 24, 2010 

 

Rev. Miles served as a C&MA Pastor for 55 years. 

 



 

When God Is Silent 
By Rev. Richard Jenks, District Prayer Convener 
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How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?  

How long will you hide your face from me?  

(Psalm 13:1 NIV) 

O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 

by night, and am not silent.  

(Psalm 22:2 NIV) 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

let my cry for help come to you.  

(Psalm 102:1 NIV) 

 

 The Book of Psalms is replete with the cries of David 

begging for an answer to his prayers. David, ña man after 

Godôs own heart,ò finds himself being ignored by the very 

One whom he loves above all others. When he is most in 

need of an answer from the Lord, God remains silent. 

 

 It is at times like these that the enemy of our soul be-

gins to mock us, much as Elijah mocked the prophets of 

Baal when he cried out to them, ñShout louder!ò he said. 

ñSurely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or 

busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be 

awakenedò (I Kings 18:27 NIV). 

 

 It is seldom at the easy times or the pleasant times of 

life that God seems to go silent. It is at the most troubling 

times, the times when we need Him most, that we cannot 

hear His voice. It is at the times when our faith seems to 

he the weakest and our reserves are 

at their lowest point that we find 

ourselves crying into the darkness 

for even a small ray of light or 

hope. David cries out, ñHow long, 

O LORD? Will you forget me for-

ever? How long will you hide your 

face from meò (Psalm 13:1 NIV)? 

 

 Even in the prophetic Psalm 22, 

we hear the voice of our Savior 

crying, ñO my God, I cry out by 

day, but you do not answer, by 

night, and am not silentéò If God 

does all things for ñour good and for His glory,ò what pos-

sible good could come from these times of unbearable si-

lence? Why, when we most need to have our faith in-

creased by just a word from Him, does He refrain from 

helping us? 

 One day it came to me that one of the greatest proofs 

of the very existence of God was His silence. The very 

fact that we cry out to Him in His silence, and will not let 

Him go, is a deep expression of our faith in the unshak-

able goodness and mercy of His character. We know that 

He will not fail us and that He will never leave us or for-

sake us. 

 

 To have once heard His voice saying, ñYou are mine,ò 

is to have planted deep within our very being the assur-

ance that this One who loved us enough to give His very 

life blood for us will never harm us. He will never leave 

usðthough for a season, He may be silentðthat our faith 

will rest, not on our emotions and whims, but on the im-

mutable character of his Person and the absolute truth of 

His eternal Word. 

 

 Listen to David when he grows quiet in His spirit, and 

reaches his hand heavenward and simply waits, even 

though nothing has changed in his circumstances: I 

waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, 

and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horri-

ble pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, 

and established my goings. And He hath put a new song 

in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, 

and fear, and shall trust in the LORD (Psalm 40:1-3 

KJV). 

 

 

 

ñOne day it 

came to  me 

that one of 

the greatest 

proofs of the 

very existence 

of God was 

His silence.ò 
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Camp Ministry 

Ulyanovsk, Russia 
 

One of the ministry initiatives of the WPA-

Russia Connection ministry partnership is to 

assist Russian partner organization camps to 

fulfill their mission and vision. Current min-

istries of the camp in Ulyanovsk include 

childrenôs summer camp, young peopleôs 

conferences and a residential substance 

abuse recovery program for men during the 

fall, winter and spring months. 

ñGiving Camp Russia a Faceliftò 

Project needs: 

Children need a safe, 

warm, dry place to eat, 

sleep and interact 

New windows 

New roofs on the 

dining hall and 

dormitory 

Prayer and support 

Goal is $10,000 

Childrenôs Mission Project 2010-2011 

WPA District of  

The Christian and Missionary 

Alliance 

341 Chestnut St. 

Punxsutawney, PA  15767 

Phone: 814-938-6920 

Fax: 814-938-7528 

E-mail: piszkerr@cmawpa.org 

President 
 

Sergey Gutz 

Disciplemaking Ministries 

June 1, 2010 to 

May 31, 2011 

AMEC  

Association of 

Missionary 

Churches of 

Evangelical 

Christians 
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District Churches 

Seeking Pastors 
 

 

Aliquippa Hopewell* 

Beaver* 

Bedford* 

Chippewa 

Clearfield* 

Coraopolis Whosoever* 

Dorseyville 

Fayette City 

Neshannock* 

Pgh Hilltop Community* 

Smethport* 

Spartansburg* 

Webster Avenue* 

 

Churches With Credentialed 

Interim Pastors 

Acmetonia* 

Erie First 

Erie Grandview 

Fuoss Mills 

 

Churches With Uncreden-

tialed Ministry Leaders 

Mina, NY 

NC Clifton Flat 

NK Greensburg Road 

New Wilmington 

Sandy Lake 

 

Churches With Lay Leader-

ship or Pulpit Supply 

Ambridge 

Beccaria 

Gray 

Titusville 

 

*Receiving Resumes 

 

Anyone interested in submitting 

a resume should send it to the 

attention of: 

 

   Rev. Jeffery Norris, DS 

 341 Chestnut Street 

 Punxsutawney, PA 15767     

 Phone: 814-938-6920 

    

2009-2010 WPA Choice TourðMissions Conference  

                  July 1, 2009ðJune 30, 2010 
 

 

As part of The Christian and Missionary Alliance, we have the great privilege of partner-

ing with those who are taking the gospel to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The district 

has heard encouraging reports from churches and missionaries alike. Some items to note:  
 

*If your church has not scheduled a missionary conference for the 2009-2010 tour year, 

please contact the district office as soon as possible.  The tour year ends June 30, 2010. 
 

*Confirm your choices with the district office using the Report Form in the Userôs Man-

ual or e-mail from http://cmawpa.org/International-Ministries/WPA-Choice-Tour/Choice

-Tour-Report-Form.aspx. This should be done before your conference.  
 

*2009-2010 Expense Sheet for your missionary (which includes the yearly tour fee of 

$100) needs to be sent to the District Office  as soon after your missionary speaks as 

possible. ***Please note that the IRS mileage reimbursement rate is now $0.50 per mile.  

 

2010-2011 WPA Choice TourðMissions Conference  

July 1, 2010ðJune 30, 2011 
 

*Remember that dates go QUICKLY and some available dates are coming up in July and 

August.  If these dates are not scheduled, there will be some churches who will NOT be 

able to schedule one of our WPA Choice Tour Missionaries. (There are only enough 

dates for each WPA Choice Tour Church to schedule one time.)   
 

*Scheduling for active missionaries who are participating in the WPA Choice Tour will 

take place ONLINE via the on-line scheduling link.  
 

V  www.cmawpa.org  

V  click on WPA Choice Tour 2010-2011.  

V  click on the Scheduling Link at the bottom left-hand side of the page.  
 

Scheduling will continue to be on a first-come, first serve basis. (Retired missionaries 

participating in the Choice Tour will continue to be contacted via e-mail.)  
 

*Beginning July 1, 2010 missionaries should be given mileage and honorarium directly 

without going through the District Office. 

 

EFD is a specialized apologetics and evangelistic ministry; encouraging all 

people to search for the best beliefs and values: proclaiming that eternal con-

fidence is found only in Jesus Christ. 
 

Dr. Daniel Shayesteh is an Iranian immigrant who was deeply involved in the Iranian 

Fundamentalist Revolution (1979) as a leading Muslim political leader and teacher of 

Islam and religious philosophy. He was wonderfully saved when he met Jesus and es-

caped to Turkey. He currently lives in America and is licensed as an evangelist with the 

Australian C&MA. He is available for preaching and teaching. Please see his website for 

more information at the following link:https://www.exodusfromdarkness.org.au/

index.php. Feel free to contact him via his email address 7spirits@gmail.com. 
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FYI - Events and News 
SIMPLY SPECTACULAR  

STRAWBERRY SUNDAY 

New Stanton Alliance 

Church 

New Stanton, PA 

June 13, 2010 - 6 p.m. 

Featuring: Nathan Hercula 

 

Benefit concert to support the 

New Stanton youth trip to 

LIFE 2010. Following the 

concert, there will be straw-

berry desserts and a silent 

auction. Contact the church 

office at 724-925-9325 if you 

have questions. 

 

 

New Official Workers  

Forum (NOWF) 

August 23-26, 2010 

Crowne Plaza Hotel 

Colorado Springs, CO 
 

All new official workers who 

have not attended a NOWF 

are invited to attend in order 

to fulfill one of the require-

ments toward ordination. 

Look for more information 

regarding registration to be 

sent from the National Office 

this month to all new workers. 

 

 

SPEAKING TO  

TEENAGERS 
Seminar for Youth Workers 

October 9, 2010  

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Allegheny Center  

Alliance Church 

250 E. Ohio St, Pgh, PA 

Guest Speakers: 

Doug Fields 

Duffy Robbins 

 

ñSpeaking to Teenagersò is a  

practical jam-packed one day 

seminar for youth workers 

and anyone else who 

teaches or speaks to teen-

agers including pastors, 

volunteers, Sunday school 

teachers. If you teach once 

a quarter or twice a week - 

this is for you. Find semi-

nar information at: 

www.speakingtoteenagers.

com 

 

 

REKINDLE THE 

FLAME  

IS COMING TO WPA!  

November 9-11, 2010 

Mars Alliance Church 

Mars, PA 

Mark your calendars! 
(Watch for more information.) 

 

 

PASTORS AND  

MISSION MOBILIZERS  

WPA C&MA 2010 

MISSIONS SURVEY 
 

The Missions Mobilization 

Team wants to assist the 

local church in doing the 

best job it can to promote 

and educate the church re-

garding missions.  By fill-

ing out the 2010 Missions 

Survey you will assist us in 

a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h i s 

task.  Please complete the 

survey on the district web-

site for your local 

church.  Just go to the dis-

t r i c t  w e b s i t e , 

www.cmawpa.org, click on 

the International Ministries 

tab to locate the 2010 Mis-

sions Survey. Please com-

plete the survey by June 

25. Thank you for partici-

pating. 

 

 

Chilean Alliance  

Earthquake Recovery 

 

The 8.8 quake that shook 

most of Chileôs population on 

February 27 is among the ten 

strongest ever recorded. GPS 

analysis confirms that the 

city of Concepción shifted 

ten feet to the west and 

NASA reports that the earthôs 

axis moved three inches. 

However, it is the human 

impact which cannot be 

measured so easily.  

 

 The Alliance suffered no 

fatalities, but many lost all 

they had. Twelve churches 

were severely damaged and 

three or four will need re-

building from the ground up. 

A national offering has 

brought in nearly $40,000 

dollars from our Chilean 

churchesða large sum, but 

not enough to rebuild all that 

was destroyed. Please pray 

for the effected churches, that 

they may offer hope to those 

who are hurting. 

 

 Bob & Cheryl Fugate en-

courage you to send your 

gifts through The Christian 

and Missionary Alliance for 

the approved special fund, 

ñChile Earthquake Church 

Reconstruction.ò Chile is also 

seeking partner churches that 

will stand with a Chilean 

church throughout the recov-

ery process, in prayer, in giv-

ing and in working side by 

side in reconstruction.  For 

more information on these 

partnership opportunities 

check www.cmawpa.org and 

choose the International Min-

istries tab. 

 

  

 

 

Sutton/Ulrich Cottage 

The purpose of the cot-
tage is to provide a safe 
haven for official work-
ers and their families 
who reside in and are a 
part of the Western  PA 
District of the C&MA 
and who may need a 
place apart for rest, 
study, prayer and in 
general for oneõs per-
sonal pursuit of God. 
Contact Rev. Bill Wood 

for reservations. 

 

Northeast Quadrant 

Rev. Bernard Knefley 

814-274-8661 

 

Northwest Quadrant 

Rev. Edwin Dixon 

814-786-7669 

 

Southeast Quadrant 

Rev. William Hazlett 

814-736-4032 

and 

Rev. James Vandervort 

814-444-8783 

 

Southwest Quadrant 

Rev. William Wood 

Chaplain Coordinator 

724-863-5179 

District  

Pastoral Chaplains 
 

 

 

Volume VIII , Issue 6 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Childrenôs Mission Project 2010-2011 

ñGiving Camp Russia a Faceliftò 
 

Revamp the Camp 
 

Camp Ministry 

Ulyanovsk, Russia 

Sergey Guts 

Children need a safe, warm, dry place 

to eat, sleep and interact 

New windows 

New roofs on the dining hall and dor-

mitory 

Prayer and support 
 

All WPA churches and pastors have 

received  information. It will also be 

posted on the District website!! 

 
 

Kids Mission Impact  
September 18, 2010  

Grove City Alliance Church  

Grove City, PA  

Special guests:  

Steve Westergren, Cambodia  

Laura Livingston, C¹te dô Ivoire 

Details to follow  

 
 

JOLT 2010  
October 15 - 17, 2010  

Family First Sports Park  

Erie, PA  

Junior High Youth Retreat  

More information will be released 

at a later date.  

 

 

SENSATIONAL!!  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Childrenõs Mission Project 

2009 -2010 

 òPlayground for MKsó 
Darhan MK School,  

Darhan, Mongolia 
 

To everyone who contributed to  

ñPlaygrounds for MKs,ò a very spe-

cial thank you for making the project 

successful. What a triumph for the 

children in the WPA District to make 

it possible for children in Darhan, 

Mongolia, to have a safe place to play 

and to provide them with new play-

ground equipment. What an amazing 

accomplishment to help children in a 

far away land.  

 

Construction has already begun on the 

new playground. If you would like to 

see pictures of the improved play-

ground and the new equipment, con-

tact Ruby at the District Office by 

phone 814-938-6920 or email pisz-

kerr@cmawpa.org. 

 

Thank you for contributing!  

D i s c i p l e m a k i n g  M i n i s t r i e s 
M r s .  C h e r y l  G r o s s o e h m e ,  D i r e c t o r 

2010 Legacy Builderôs  

LUNCHEONS 
 

The Senior Adult Luncheon dates 

and locations are as follows: 
 

Emporium Alliance Church 

September 27 
 

Chippewa Alliance Church 

September 28 
 

Erie First Alliance Church  

September 29 
 

Mahaffey Camp  

September 30 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

Ron J. Foulk will be guest speaker 

at Erie Alliance and Rob Douglas 

will be guest speaker at Emporium, 

Chippewa and Mahaffey. Brochures 

were mailed to all pastors and 

churches.  

SENIOR ADULT  

RECOGNITION EVENT 

July 20, 2010 

Mahaffey Family Camp 
 

This year you can complete the 

form on-line. Go to  the district 

website at www.cmawpa.org, Dis-

trict Ministries, Disciplemaking 

Ministries then click on Legacy 

Builders. 

 
2011 Legacy Buildersõ 

Conference  
September 12 -14, 2011  

Riverside Inn,  

Cambridge Springs, PA  

 
 

Brochures for  these events were mailed 

to all pastors and churches. You can 

also go to the Legacy Buildersô page on 

the district website by using the follow-

ing link: http://www.cmawpa.org/

District-Ministries/Disciplemaking-

Ministries/Legacy-Builders.aspx 
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